Outcome in prenatally diagnosed fetal agenesis of the corpus callosum.
This study of the outcome and prognostic factors in prenatally diagnosed agenesis of the corpus callosum (ACC) was undertaken to see if there are any differences between subgroups, what relationship they have to neurodevelopmental outcome and whether this information aids the counselling of parents of fetuses with the condition. The outcome of 14 prenatally diagnosed fetuses with ACC and 61 postnatally diagnosed patients was assessed in terms of clinical problems, developmental milestones and neurological signs; each patient was then given a score out of 10, 0 being a normal outcome and 10 being the worst outcome, i.e. death or termination of pregnancy. Comparing patients diagnosed pre- and postnatally, several similarities were found indicating that the postnatal group can provide useful information about the prenatal group. There was a higher incidence of ACC in males than females. In the prenatally diagnosed patients complete ACC was more common than partial ACC, although this might be because partial ACC was easily missed. Complete ACC has a worse prognosis than partial ACC (p = 0.001), and when associated with other anomalies, especially of the central nervous system, the outcome is very bad (p < 0.01). The only neurodevelopmentally normal patients were in the isolated partial ACC group. This study highlights the need to perform a detailed review of fetal anatomy and the desirability of determining the karyotype of the fetus in all newly diagnosed cases of ACC so that as much information as possible is available before parents are counselled about the likely outcome.